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Oregon 
 

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs, 
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.  
 
Demographics 

 Population: 3,559,596 (July 2003 Census estimate);1 3,444,153 (2002 Census)2  
 Race/Ethnicity (2002 Census): 82.6% white; 1.5% black/African American; 1.1% 

American Indian/Alaska Native; 3.1% Asian; 0.2% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific 
Islander; 0.2% some other race; 2.5% two or more races; 8.9% Hispanic/Latino origin 
(of any race)3 

 
Politics 

 Governor: Ted Kulongoski4 
 Attorney General: Hardy Myers5 
 Secretary of State: Bill Bradbury6 
 U.S. Senate Members: Gordon Smith (R); Ron Wyden (D)7 
 U.S. Representatives: David Wu (D); Greg Walden (R); Earl Blumenauer (D); Peter 

A. DeFazio (D); Darlene Hooley (D)8 
 
Programs/Initiatives 

 High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA)9 
Designated in 1999, the Oregon HIDTA serves Clackamus, Deschutes, Douglas, 
Jackson, Marion, Multnomah, and Washington counties.  

 
Federal Funding 

 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Oregon:10 
• Original award year 2003: 

 $100,000 to Beaverton Together, Beaverton 
 $100,000 to Southern Oregon Drug Awareness, Central Point 
 $100,000 to Lane County Coalition to Prevent Substance Abuse, Eugene 
 $100,000 to Coos County Drug-Free Community Coalition, Coquille 
 $99,993 to Hood River County Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drug Prevention 

Coalition, Hood River 
 $100,000 to Lake Oswego Asset Builders Coalition, Lake Oswego 
 $100,000 to United Prevention/Intervention Coalition, Christmas Valley 
 $55,853 to Friends of the Family Drug-Free Communities Coalition, Stayton 
 $99,654 to Winston Area Community Partnership, Winston 

• Original award year 2002: 
 $175,154 to Woodburn Together, Woodburn 
 $200,000 to Clatskanie Together Coalition, Clatskanie 
 $199,826 to Crook County Commission on Children and Families, Prineville 
 $198,908 to Mt. Hood Coalition Against Drug Crime, Welches 
 $182,574 to Jackson County Department of Health and Human Services, 

Medford 
• Original award year 2001: 
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 $300,000 Baker County Prevention Coalition, Baker City 
 $299,943 to Cascade Locks Interested in Kids, Cascade Locks 
 $300,000 to Prevention Partners Coalition, Bend  
 $300,000 to Wasco County Commission on Children and Families, The Dalles 

• Original award year 2000: 
 $375,000 to Benton Together, Corvallis 
 $359,747 to Josephine County Substance Abuse Community Action Team, 

Grants Pass 
 $369,478 to Yamhill County Health & Human Services, McMinnville 
 $302,393 to Columbia Community Mental Health Rainier Together Coalition, 

St. Helens 
 $374,888 to Jefferson County Prevention Coalition, Madras 
 $375,000 to United Now in Teaming with Youth (UNITY) Coalition, Portland 

• Original award year 1999: 
 $425,000 to Hispanic Outreach Prevention Enhancement Project, Hood River 
 $425,000 to Juvenile Justice Summit Planning Group, Roseburg 
 $424,347 to Salem-Keizer Together, Salem 
 $424,478 to Silverton Together, Silverton 

 Community Capacity Development Office11 
There are 5 sites in Oregon that have received Federal funding and been designated as 
Weed and Seed sites: Portland (2 sites), Burns-Paiute, Eugene, and Gresham. 

 FY 2003/2004 SAMHSA Formula and Discretionary Grant Allotments Summary for 
Oregon:12 
• Formula Funding: $21,587,231 

 Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant: $16,414,806 
 Community Mental Health Services Block Grant: $4,317,425 
 Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness: $445,000 
 Protection and Advocacy Formula Grant: $410,000 

• Discretionary Funding  $13,371,232 
 Mental Health: $4,375,830 
 Substance Prevention: $3,181,016 
 Substance Abuse Treatment: $5,814,386 

• Total Mental Health Funds: $9,548,255 
• Total Substance Abuse Funds: $25,410,208 
• Total Funds awarded to Oregon: $34,958,463 

 FY 2004 Byrne Formula Grant Program amount awarded to Oregon: $6,123,57713 
 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grant amounts received in Oregon: 

FY 2003:14 • 

• 

 $300,000 to Clackamas County Juvenile Department, Oregon City, for a 
single jurisdiction drug court 

FY 2002:15 
 $500,000 to Lane County Department of Youth Services, Eugene, for drug 

court implementation 
 $498,890 to Oregon Office of State Court Administration, Benton County 

Circuit Court, Salem, for drug court implementation  
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 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Methamphetamine Grant 
amounts awarded to Oregon: 

FY 2003: no Oregon grantees16 • 
• FY 2002:17 

 $222,222 to Coos County Sheriff's Office 
 $250,000 to Marion County Sheriff's Department 
 $222,222 to Douglas County Sheriff's Office 
 $222,222 to Grants Pass Department of Public Safety  

 Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) for State Prisoners Formula Grant 
amounts allocated to Oregon:  
• FY 1996: $243,56118 
• FY 1997: $285,36119  
• FY 1998: $567,21820  
• FY 1999: $566,42821  
• FY 2000: $587,04622  
• FY 2001: $607,08323  
• FY 2002: $699,04424  
• FY 2003: $666,62325 

 FY 2003 Office of Justice Programs and Community Oriented Policing Services 
Total Grant Amounts Received in Oregon (by funding category):26  
• Communities (discretionary): $1.5 million 
• Counter-terrorism (discretionary): $37.2 million 
• Juvenile Justice: 

 discretionary: $3.7 million 
 formula: $3.5 million 

• Law Enforcement: 
 discretionary: $18.6 million 
 formula: $13.6 million 

• Substance Abuse: 
 discretionary: $1.3 million 
 formula: $0.7 million 

• Victims: 
 discretionary: $1.2 million 
 formula: $5.2 million 

• Total OJP/COPS funds received in Oregon in FY 2003: $86.5 million 
 There were no Oregon recipients of the FY 2003 Bureau of Justice Assistance Indian 

Alcohol and Substance Abuse Grant.27 
 There were no Oregon recipients of the FY 2003 BJA Prescription Drug Monitoring 

Program grant.28 
 FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development Low Income Housing Drug Elimination 

Grant amounts in Oregon:29

• $121,550 to Woodland Apartments Preservation Inc  
• $188,817 to Housing Authority of the City of Salem  
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Crime and Drug-Related Crime 
 The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported 180 drug arrests in Oregon 

during 2003.30 
 
Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Oregon, 1999-2003 
Year # of Arrests 
1999 266 
2000 279 
2001 181 
2002 183 
2003 180 
 

 During 2002, there were 17,606 adult arrests for drug offenses in Oregon. There were 
also 2,433 juvenile drug arrests in Oregon during 2002.31 

 
Number of Arrests for Drug Offenses, Oregon, 2001-2002 
 
Drug Type 

2001 
       Adult              Juvenile 

2002 
      Adult               Juvenile 

Narcotics 3,915 296 2,990 263 
Marijuana 6,825 1,924 7,011 1,907 
Synthetic narcotics 907 51 855 46 
Other dangerous drugs 6,164 246 6,750 217 
Total 17,811 2,517 17,606 2,433 
 

 There were 82 adult arrests and 5 juvenile arrests for homicide in Oregon during 
2002.32  

 
Number of Arrests for Index Offenses, Oregon, 2001-2002 
 
Offense 

2001 
       Adult                Juvenile 

2002 
       Adult                Juvenile 

Homicide 101 12 82 5 
Rape 278 51 232 44 
Robbery 925 204 829 170 
Aggravated assault 2,031 426 1,770 367 
Burglary 2,391 1,263 2,225 1,159 
Larceny 16,165 6,409 15,436 5,827 
Motor vehicle theft 2,012 610 2,358 597 
Arson 368 2,654 320 249 
 
Drugs 

 Cocaine 
While cocaine is available in Oregon, it is not the preferred drug of abuse in the 
state.33  
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 Heroin 
Besides methamphetamine, heroin continues to be preferred by most drug abusers in 
Oregon. Mexican black tar and brown powder heroin are the primary types 
distributed in the state.34  

 Marijuana 
Marijuana is readily available in Oregon.35 In December 1998, Oregon’s Medical 
Marijuana Act took effect. This Act provides legal protection against criminal charges 
of marijuana possession, use or production if the marijuana is for medical purposes 
and the possession, use and production otherwise comply with the Act.36 In April 
2002, the Oregon Board of Medical Examiners suspended the license of one doctor 
who had approved at least 50% of the medical marijuana applications in Oregon, 8 
times more than any other licensed doctor.37

 Methamphetamine 
Methamphetamine is one of the most widely abused drugs in Oregon. Mexican 
methamphetamine and locally produced methamphetamine are both available 
throughout the state. Multi-pound quantities of meth are available throughout western 
areas in Oregon, while smaller quantities are available in eastern Oregon.38  

 Club Drugs 
MDMA is available throughout Oregon and is accessible in varying quantities in the 
larger cities, on college campuses, as well as outlying areas.39  

 Diverted Pharmaceuticals 
The most commonly abused pharmaceutical drugs in Oregon are hydrocodone and 
benzodiazepines. Soma, a Schedule IV controlled drug in Oregon, is often used in 
combination with narcotic analgesics.40  

 According to 2000-2001 data from the National Household Survey on Drug Abuse 
(NHSDA), 33.43% of Oregon citizens ages 12 and older felt that smoking marijuana 
once a month posed a great risk.41 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Drug Use, by Age, Oregon, 2000-2001 Data 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Past month use of any illicit drug 12.11% 23.50% 5.89% 8.73% 
Past month use of marijuana 9.07 20.43 4.80 7.19 
Past month use of illicit drug other than marij. 5.18 8.10 2.09 3.15 
Past year cocaine use 1.58 5.17 0.98 1.57 
Great risk of smoking marijuana once a month 31.60 19.89 35.87 33.43 
 

 Additional data from the NHSDA indicate that 1.61% of Oregon citizens reported 
past year dependence on illicit drugs.42 

 
Percent of Citizens Reporting Past Year Dependence/Abuse, Oregon, 2000-2001 
 12-17 18-25 26 + All ages 
Illicit drug dependence 2.60% 4.98% 0.94% 1.61% 
Illicit drug dependence or abuse 5.74 7.38 1.42 2.60 
Alcohol dependence 2.22 5.49 2.17 2.59 
Alcohol dependence or abuse 5.45 13.59 4.64 5.85 
Alcohol or illicit drug dependence or abuse 8.77 18.27 5.36 7.33 
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Juveniles 

 During the 2002-2003 academic school year, 23.4% of Oregon 11th graders surveyed 
reported using marijuana within the past month.43 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Past Month Drug Use, Oregon, 2002-2003 School Year 
Drug Type 8th Grade 11th Grade 
Marijuana 12.7% 23.4% 
Marijuana on school property 3.3 4.5 
Inhalants 7.3 3.8 
Prescriptions w/o doctor’s order 4.6 7.5 
Stimulants 2.7 2.7 
Cocaine 1.9 2.0 
Heroin/other opiates 1.0 0.9 
MDMA 1.8 1.9 
Any illicit drug 4.2 5.3 
 

 Six percent of the Oregon 11th graders surveyed in the 2002-2003 school year 
reported using methamphetamine at some point in the lifetimes.44 

 
Percent of Students Reporting Lifetime Drug Use, Oregon, 2002-2003 School Year 
Drug Type 8th Grade 11th Grade 
Cocaine 4.8% 6.4% 
Heroin 2.3 1.9 
Methamphetamine 4.0 6.0 
Steroids w/o doctor’s order 3.5 2.8 
Used a needle to inject an illegal drug 2.4 2.3 
 

 Nearly 30% of the Oregon 11th graders surveyed during the 2002-2003 school year 
felt that there were no risks associated with trying marijuana once or twice.45 

 
Perceived Risk with Trying Marijuana Once or Twice, Oregon, 2002-2003 School Year 
Risk 8th Grade 11th Grade 
No risk 14.5% 28.4% 
Slight risk 23.4 30.8 
Moderate risk 24.9 19.2 
Great risk 37.2 21.6 
 
Enforcement 

 As of October 2002, there were 7,679 full-time law enforcement employees in 
Oregon (5,617 officers and 2,062 civilians).46 

 
Trafficking and Seizures 

 Oregon is a transshipment point for drugs smuggled to Washington and Canada.47 
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 Mexican black tar and brown heroin distribution is controlled by Hispanic trafficking 
organizations. Heroin continues to be shipped from Mexico by a variety of methods, 
primarily by vehicles with hidden compartments.48 

 During 2003, Federal agencies seized 40.1 kilograms of methamphetamine in 
Oregon.49 

 
Drugs Seized by Federal Agencies, Oregon, 2003 
Drug Type Amount Seized  
Cocaine 49.2 kilograms 
Heroin 5.7 kilograms 
Methamphetamine 40.1 kilograms 
Marijuana 53.4 kilograms 
Ecstasy 9,567 tablets 
 

 During 2003, the DEA and state and local law enforcement agencies seized 375 
methamphetamine labs in Oregon.50 

 
Number of Methamphetamine Lab Seizures, Oregon, 1999-2003 
Year Methamphetamine Labs Seized 
1999 264 
2000 351 
2001 588 
2002 526 
2003 375 
 

 During 2002, there were 45,458 cultivated marijuana plants eradicated in Oregon 
under the Drug Enforcement Administration’s Domestic Cannabis 
Eradication/Suppression Program.51  

 
Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Oregon, 2002 

Outdoor Operations 
                           Cultivated 
     Plots                   Plants 
 Eradicated        Eradicated 

Indoor Operations 
 
     Grows               Plants 
     Seized            Eradicated 

Total 
Cultivated 

Plants 
Eradicated 

391 32,453 194 13,005 45,458 
 

 GHB laboratories have been seized in conjunction with methamphetamine 
laboratories in Oregon.52  

 
Courts 

 Drug Courts53 
As of May 2004, there were 20 drug courts in Oregon that have been operating for 
more than 2 years, 8 that were recently implemented, and 16 that were being planned. 

 During FY 2001, 24.8% of the Federally sentenced offenders in Oregon had 
committed a drug offense. The majority (56.1%) of the drug cases involved 
methamphetamine.54 
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Federally Sentenced Drug Offenders, Oregon, FY 2001 
Drug type Number Percent 
Powder cocaine 12 7.3% 
Crack cocaine 12 7.3 
Heroin 17 10.4 
Marijuana 29 17.7 
Methamphetamine 92 56.1 
Other 2 1.2 
 
Corrections 

 In May 2004, 514 inmates within Oregon Department of Corrections (DOC) facilities 
were randomly selected and subjected to urinalysis tests to detect use of the following 
substances: opiates, amphetamines, cocaine, or marijuana. Two of the inmates tested 
in May 2004 were positive for drugs (one was positive for methamphetamine, the 
other for marijuana). An additional 267 inmates were tested for drug use based on 
suspicions in May 2004. Five (1.9%) of those inmates tested positive.55 

 On January 1, 2004, there were 12,264 prisoners within the Oregon DOC. Nearly 
10% of the Oregon prison population at that time had drug offenses as the most 
serious offense committed.56 

 
Number of Offenders Under DOC Supervision, Oregon, January 1, 2004 
 
Type of supervision 

Total 
Offenders 

# of Drug 
Offenders 

% Drug 
Offenders 

Felony probation 17,389 7,402 42.6% 
Local control 1,103 539 48.9 
Prison 12,264 1,220 9.9 
Parole 11,475 3,044 26.5 
Total 42,231 12,205 28.9 
 
Consequences of Use 

 From October 1, 2002 to September 30, 2003, there were 54 methamphetamine 
laboratory sites in Oregon in which a child was present.57 

 
Number of Children at Methamphetamine Lab Incidents, Oregon, FY 2003 
 Number 
Sites with a child affected 65 
Sites with a child exposed to toxic chemicals 9 
Sites with a child injured 0 
Sites with a child killed 0 
Sites with a child present 54 
Sites with a child residing at the site 3 
Number of children placed in protective custody 4 
 

 During 2001, there were 95 heroin-related deaths in Oregon.58 
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Drug-Related Deaths, by Drug Type Involved, Oregon, 1999-2001 
 
Drug Type 

 
1999 

 
2000 

 
2001 

% change 
2000-2001 

Heroin 195 131 95 -27% 
Cocaine 68 69 48 -30% 
Methamphetamine 43 56 50 -9% 
Combination 49 43 35 -19% 
 
Treatment 

 During 2001, 15.7% of treatment admissions in Oregon were for amphetamines.59 
This percentage increased to 16.9% during 2002.60 In 2003, amphetamines accounted 
for 16.6% of the treatment admissions.61  

 
Substance Abuse Treatment Admissions, Oregon, 2001-2003 
 
Drug Type 

2001 
      #             % 

2002 
       #             % 

2003 
      #             % 

Alcohol only 19,855 35.6% 19,331 34.5% 16,606 36.5% 
Alcohol w/secondary drug 11,375 20.4 11,111 19.8 8,739 19.2 
Cocaine (smoked) 1,177 2.1 1,194 2.1 795 1.7 
Cocaine (other route) 482 0.9 436 0.8 330 0.7 
Marijuana 8,437 15.1 8,665 15.4 6,939 15.3 
Heroin 4,559 8.2 4,619 8.2 3,329 7.3 
Other opiates 597 1.1 681 1.2 611 1.3 
PCP 3 0.0 3 0.0 4 0.0 
Hallucinogens 48 0.1 49 0.1 28 0.1 
Amphetamines 8,744 15.7 9,463 16.9 7,548 16.6 
Tranquilizers -- 0.0 -- 0.0 11 0.0 
Sedatives 97 0.2 97 0.2 87 0.2 
Inhalants 31 0.1 27 0.0 17 0.0 
Other/unknown 370 0.7 406 0.7 417 0.9 
Total 55,797 100.0 56,105 100.0 45,461 100.0 
 
Sources 
                                                           
1 U.S. Census Bureau, July 2003 Annual Population Estimates by State: 
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3 Ibid. 
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6 Oregon Secretary of State’s Web site: http://www.sos.state.or.us/
7 U.S. Senate Web site: http://www.senate.gov  
8 U.S. House of Representatives Web site: http://clerk.house.gov/members/index.php
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This State Profile was prepared by the ONDCP Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse. 
The Clearinghouse is funded by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy 
and is a component of the National Criminal Justice Reference Service. For further 
information concerning the contents of this profile or other drug policy issues contact: 

The Drug Policy Information Clearinghouse 
PO Box 6000 

Rockville, MD 20849-6000 
1-800-666-3332 

http://www.whitehousedrugpolicy.gov 
ondcp@ncjrs.org 
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